
   
 

 

 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF TENANCY 

These form part of the legally binding Tenancy Agreement and are made pursuant to the Allotment Acts 
1908 to 1950 and apply to all Parish Council owned Allotments sites. 

 

Version 
No 

Date Ratified / 
Amended 

Date Implemented Reason for Change (e.g., full rewrite, amendment to 
reflect new legislation, minor change etc) 

1.0 29/09/2017 29/09/18 New  

2.0 18/04/2018 19/04/18 Amended 

3.0 22/08/2018 29/08/18 Amended 

4.0 24/02/2021 26/02/21 Amended 

5.0 10/08/2021 11/08/21 Amended 

6.0 12/05/2022 12/05/22 Full rewrite 

7.0 15/01/2024 16/01/24 Amended (legislation) and abridged 

8.0 16/10/2024 21/10/24 Amended  

 

FORWARD 
This is version 8 of the ‘Rules & Regulations of Tenancy’ for Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish Council 
allotment tenants and supersedes all other issues.  

Further copies of this document can be obtained by visiting the Allotments page on our website at 
https://www.broughtonandmkv-pc.gov.uk/allotments/ or by telephoning 01908 087499.  

This document sets out to provide every tenant with a clear understanding of what is required of them on their 
allotment within the parish of Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish Council. We would appreciate your help, 
support and co-operation in ensuring your use of the allotment complies with the rules and regulation and 
associated guidance contained in this document.  

Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish Council would like to wish you a successful and happy year of allotment 
gardening.  If you have any questions about your plot, please do get in touch. 
 
CONTACT US 
All allotment related enquiries, faults and maintenance problems should be directed to Broughton and Milton 
Keynes Parish Council. You can do this:  

Face to face:   Broughton Pavilion, 139 Tanfield Lane, Broughton, MK10 9NJ 
By telephone:   01908 087499 
By email:   estate@broughtonandmkv-pc.gov.uk  
Online:    www.broughtonandmkv-pc.gov.uk 
 
OUT OF HOURS CONTACT 
Call our main number 01908 087499 and leave a clear message, this will be picked up by a member of the team. 
 

Thank you 
 

Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish Council 
 
 

mailto:estate@broughtonandmkv-pc.gov.uk
http://www.broughtonandmkv-pc.gov.uk/
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS GLOSSARY 

In these Terms & Conditions, the words shall have the following meaning: 

 

ALLOTMENT shall mean a plot of land let by the Council for non commercial growing of food plants and flowers 

THE COUNCIL shall mean the appointed officer, Councillors or contractor of Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish 

Council 

CULTIVATION shall mean any or all below: 

✓ The preparation of land for growing. 

✓ The maintenance and improvement of the soil. 

✓ The control and prevention of weeds. 

✓ Planting and maintenance of herbs, flowers, fruit and vegetable crops. 

ROADWAY shall mean a common route within the site for vehicular/pedestrian access to and around allotments. 

OTHER AUTHORISED PERSON(S) shall mean a tenants’ immediate family or invited guest(s). 

PATHWAYS shall mean the dividing paths between allotments. 

LIVESTOCK shall mean only livestock stated in the 1950 Allotment Act will be Permitted  

SITE shall mean the incorporation of all plots and common land within the boundary of the allotment site. 

TENANCY AGREEMENT shall mean a legally binding written document which records the letting rules and 

regulations  

TENANT shall mean a person who holds and is signatory on an agreement for the tenancy of an allotment plot. 

 

 
PART 1 : YOUR TENANCY 
 

Rules and Regulations: 

The rules and regulations are made in line with the Allotment Acts 1908 to 1950 as amended and apply to all 
Council owned and rented allotments, whether association managed or otherwise. Every application for an 
Allotment Plot should be in writing/email to the Council. Applications received are logged in date order and 
where a waiting list occurs, plots will be offered to applicants in order of date.  The tenancy agreement is a legally 
binding document which records the rules, regulations and conditions of letting of a particular allotment plot to 
an individual tenant. The rules and regulations of Tenancy apply to all tenants, be they existing or new, including 
self-managed sites. The Council reserves the right to refuse any application. 

Charges: 
Rent is charged on an annual basis and your tenancy runs from 1 April to 31 March in any given year. Rent can be 
increased by giving a years notice. A deposit in line with the size of your plot is payable. It is refundable when you 
give up your plot and the plot has been left in a suitable condition for rehiring to a new tenant. Any work needed 
to return your plot to a suitable level for rehire will be taken from the deposit and extra costs involved will be 
claimed back from you. 
 

PLOT CATEGORY SIZE (sqm) CURRENT DEPOSIT 

A 0 – 60 £35.00 

B 61 – 120 £69.00 

C 121 – 180 £104 

 
 
 
Eligibility: 
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A person must be at least 18 years old and live within the parish boundary of Broughton and Milton Keynes Parish 
Council.  New plot allocation is restricted to one plot per person. Tenants who move out of the parish will be 
required to end their tenancies. Plots are let on an ‘as seen’ basis and the Council is not responsible for any works 
which may be required after acceptance. Prior to commencement of a new tenancy, you will be asked to sign a 
Tenancy Agreement, pay an administration fee, deposit and rent on that plot.  

Sub-Letting  
An allotment tenancy is personal to the tenant and is not transferable. Under Section 27 (4) of the Allotment Act 
1908, the tenant may not assign, underlet, or part with possession of all or part of their allotment.    

Change of address and contact details: 
The tenant has a duty to give written notice of any change of address or details in a timely manner. Personal 
information held by the Council relating to your allotment tenancy is done so in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 2018.  

Correspondence: 
All written correspondence is for the attention of, and shall be sent to, the tenant (at the tenant’s address). All 
written correspondence will be judged to have been served if sent by post to the tenant at their last known 
address or by e-mail or left in a conspicuous place on their plot.  

Users  
The tenant is the primary user of the plot. A tenant may register one partner, who lives at the same address to 
assist on the plot. This person has no automatic right to assume tenancy in any circumstances. The Council will 
consider each tenancy on an individual basis and reserve the right to allocate the plot to a partner. The Council 
have the right to dissolve a partnership if they believe it to be necessary for any reason. Any decision is final.  

Site Rules: 
Only the tenant, any registered partner or accompanied guest(s) are allowed on the allotment site, except during 
site open days organised by the Council. Non-tenants may be allowed on site when the tenant is away, to water 
plants, tend to animals etc if the Council has been informed. Unauthorised people can be asked to leave the 
allotment site immediately. Persons under the age of 18 years must be accompanied by an adult and the tenant is 
responsible for the behaviour of children and adults visiting the allotments. Where a visitor breaches site rules, 
then the tenant will be held equally responsible.  

Use: 
Allotment sites are accessible during daylight hours only. Overnight stays are strictly forbidden.  The Council 
reserves the right to delegate authority to any appropriate policing or security body to challenge the activities of 
any person found on an allotment site at any time of the day. On allotments sites that have individual 
combination locks to access, the number is issued at the beginning of your tenancy and must not be shared.  
Tenants will be given at least a weeks’ notice via email (in writing where email not applicable) before the 
combination is changed. Tenants and authorised persons must lock the gates on entry and departure, ensuring 
the combination lock code is scrambled, to prevent unauthorised access. The Council will not be held responsible 
if the gate is left open or unlocked by a tenant. The Council has the right to close any site without notice if the site 
is deemed unsafe. In this circumstance, no tenant will be permitted on site without explicit permission from the 
Council. Mobile CCTV cameras/surveillance equipment can be deployed by the Council and other authorised 
agencies as necessary, although the Council is not legally bound to provide site security. Tenants are prohibited 
from using any mobile CCTV cameras or surveillance equipment on the premises. If such equipment is found on 
your plot, it will be considered a violation of the rules and regulations, which may result in the termination of 
tenancy.  The Council operates a zero-tolerance policy in respect of theft from, or criminal damage to allotments 
or intimidation of any form.  Any tenant proved to be involved in such activities will have their tenancy 
terminated immediately.  
 
PART 2 - TENANTS RESPONSIBILITIES 

Access: 
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Is via the provided roads, paths and associated Parish Council gates. Vehicles cannot block roadways or paths 
unless temporarily unloading or loading and must park in designated areas or outside the site. The council 
reserves the right to stop vehicle access at any time. 

Water: 
Use of water storage is encouraged. All water butts must have a lid and be of no more than 210l capacity. The use 
of plastic drums/commercial water storage units are not permitted. No one should drink or wash in the water 
troughs and tenants are encouraged to use water sensibly and sparingly.  Water will be switched off over the 
winter months to stop burst pipework.  If the supply needs to be switched off for any length of time for 
maintenance tenants will be informed in advance. 
Boundaries, Pathways and Ridings: 
Main access roads and pathways are maintained by the Parish Council.  The main access road and ridings should 
be kept clear of obstructions at all times. Tenants with adjoining paths are jointly responsible for the upkeep. 
Pathways on the plots (kept to a minimum 700 mm width) are to be constructed of grass or woodchip (with weed 
suppressant)  or paving laid on sand (easily removable). Hard bases strictly forbidden. Tenants backing onto the 
site boundary must allow a 1m access gap and boundaries must not be changed or altered.  No attachments to 
fences or hedgerows allowed. 

Deliveries: 
Materials and manure are to be delivered directly on to plots and not left unattended in the common areas.  

Plot: 
Where provided, number to be shown clearly on each plot at all times. Only recreational growing of vegetables, 
fruit and flowers are allowed. At least 75% of the total plot must be under cultivation at any one time with any 
remaining area designated for utility purposes. Plots must be well maintained and weed free and kept in a good 
state of cultivation and fertility throughout the year. The use of carpets, Astroturf, artificial grass, or rubbers as 
weed suppressant is not permitted and fabric pegs must be used to secure weed control materials. No tyres are 
allowed on plots. Children’s play equipment is not permitted. No ponds allowed. No trade or business to be 
conducted on the plot. The tenant shall keep the allotment plot and the surrounding area clear of litter, refuse or 
other rubbish. Dogs are only allowed on the site if kept on a leash at all times confined to the tenant’s plot and all 
dogs are expected to behave and not cause a nuisance by barking or howling. Needless to say, all dog faeces must 
be removed from the site by the owner. Raised beds to facilitate your gardening experience are allowed but must 
be constructed of either wood or composite material. All wood structures not to exceed a reasonable height and 
to be regularly maintained. No fencing around the plot is allowed unless there is significant evidence of rabbits on 
site, and if so, permission via email or in writing must be requested from the Council. 

Sprays, Fertilisers and Chemicals: 
The tenant must take reasonable care when using chemicals and comply with health and safety warnings.  In the 
event of damage being caused, the tenant must make good. On Kemsley Crescent and Walton Road sites there is 
a restriction regarding any weed spraying due to the siting of Great Crested Newts.  

Trees and Hedges: 
Written permission from the Parish Council is needed before the planting of any trees (fruit or ornamental). 
Maximum height of 2.7m is allowed for any tree and up to 3 trees on any plot is permitted. The pruning or cutting 
of any trees or hedges that are Council owned is not permitted.  Existing (historical) trees do not have to be 
removed. 

Storage and handling of goods and chemicals: 
Goods or materials not directly connected with the cultivation of the plot are not permitted on site. The storage 
of fuels and gas cylinders and corrosive chemicals is strictly prohibited. Only canisters containing LPG to be used 
on plots (but stored elsewhere). Acetylene is strictly forbidden. Organic fertilizers (borage/comfrey) must be 
stored in a lidded container (Standalone Slimline garden water butt with lid and tap is recommended max. 210l 
capacity).  Shop bought fertilizers and pesticides must be stored, handled and used according to manufacturers 
instructions. Amateur use of rodenticides must be strictly according to manufacturer’s instructions and care taken 
to reduce the risk of exposure to non target species by removing bodies of dead rodents from site.  Disposal of 
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pesticides, fertilisers and chemicals must be done in accordance with current guidelines and must not be disposed 
of on site.  

Waste and composting: 
Waste derived from the plot must disposed of at a licensed waste disposal facility. The storage, recycling or 
disposal of rubbish, scrap metal, hazardous material or other items brought onto the plot is strictly forbidden.  
Plots and surrounding areas should be kept free of litter. The tenant shall maintain compost structures in a tidy 
condition, and they must be in proportion to the size of the plot. Pallets can be used to construct a compost bin. 
The maximum size of any compost structure permitted will be 2.4 m wide (two standard pallets) x 1.0 m depth 
(one standard pallet). Treated wood is not permitted to be used. Ideally compost should be accessed from an 
opening at the bottom of the container. If in any doubt please contact the Council for their suggestions on what 
materials/container can be used. Containers not complying to the Councils regulations will be removed. 

Bonfires and BBQ’s: 
Bonfires are not permitted but a BBQ unit on legs (no one-off use BBQ’s allowed) may be used responsibly with 
care taken to never leave unattended, to dispose of the cooled coals responsibly and to take care that the smoke 
emitted does not cause concern or disturbance to other tenants. 

Livestock: 
Up to 5 chickens but no cockerels may be permitted to be kept on the site. No other livestock is permitted. 
Tenants wishing to have chickens must obtain permission from the Parish Council. Please ask the Parish Council 
for their fowl policy before deciding ousing chickens. 

Inspections: 
Council will conduct inspections and plot reviews at regular intervals or when judged appropriate. If a tenant is 
unable to cultivate due to personal circumstances, they are encouraged to inform the Council so that a plan of 
action can be put in place that suits all parties. 

Tenancy: 
A tenancy will terminate upon the death of a tenant or when the tenant relinquishes a plot in writing. Adequate 
time will be given to the tenant or their family to remove personal possessions and produce from the plot. 
Consideration will be given passing the tenancy to the next of kin if they fit the eligibility conditions. 

Health and Safety: 
All tenants have a duty of care to other users, visitors or contractors on the site to ensure they are protected from 
injury or harm (whether they should legally be there or not). The Council will not be held responsible for any 
damage, injury as a result of the tenant’s activities or equipment brought or used on their plot. Tenants are 
expected to take every care when using power tools or permitted chemicals on their plot. Tenants are 
encouraged to take out personal and public liability and property insurance for their plot and contents. No barbed 
wire as a deterrent is allowed. No asbestos products allowed on site. 

Structures: 
All structures are assumed as temporary and must be removed at the tenant’s cost on relinquishment of the 
tenancy. Any structure judged unsafe or non-compliant can and will be removed by the Council. No concrete 
foundations allowed. If a tenant accepts a plot that has a pre-existing structure, they accept sole responsibility for 
its maintenance and compliance. Permission from the Parish Council is permitted for any structure you wish to 
place on your plot and if permitted these structures can't be altered or added too. Structures and the sizes 
allowed are: 
 

Within 75% Cultivation Area 
Only 2 allowed 

Up to Within 25% of Utility Area 
Only 2 allowed 

Up to 

Greenhouse 8ftx6ft / 2.5x2m Shed 8ftx6ft / 2.5x2m 

Poly Tunnel 8ftx6ft / 2.5x2m Chicken run and coop 6ft x 7ft / 1.8mx2m 

Fruit Cage Within reason SMALL mud-kitchen (play) Within reason 
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Please ask the Parish Council for their policy on governance of structures before deciding on what structure(s) to 
have on your plot. 
 
 
 
PART 3 – PARISH COUNCIL’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
The Parish Council remains the landowner at all times. The Council are responsible for the following: 
1. Waiting lists and letting of plots. 
2. Rent collection. 
3. Termination of tenancy agreements. 
4. Enforcement of Terms & Conditions. 
5. Repairs to site perimeter fences, gates, water troughs, main ridings and road infrastructure. 
6. Vacant plot management. 
7. Boundary hedge and tree management. 
8. General repair/maintenance. 
9. Landscape maintenance of common areas. 
10. Liability Insurance for all common areas, will not be held liable for any injuries relating to children who are not 

supervised on site. 
 
PART 4 – LEGALITIES 

• These rules and regulations supersede any previous rules in force on Allotment Gardens or on land managed 
in a similar way. 

• The Council reserves the right to add or amend the rules from time to time as it judges necessary to ensure 
the law, infrastructure and integrity of the Allotment Gardens are maintained. Reasonable notice of changes 
will be given and the tenant is expected to remain updated during their tenancy. 

 
PART 5 – COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 
Between tenants (3 stage procedure): 
Stage One:  Consultation between parties encouraged to resolve. 
Stage Two:   Failure at stage one - Referral to the Council, who will take account of each version 

of the dispute and see if a way forward and resolution can be found. 
Stage Three: If there is failure to agree at this point, the matter will be referred to the Asset & 

Maintenance Committee, where the parties will be brought together for a  
discussion and to consider the evidence and determine a decision. 

Appeal of decision: Matter referred to Full Council whose decision will be final. 
  

 
Between tenant(s) and Council (3 stage procedure): 
Stage One:  Raise concern in writing to the Council for consideration of the Clerk 
Stage Two:  If the tenant is not satisfied with the solution, an escalation of the concern must be 

raised with the Chair of the Council in writing. The Chair has seven (7) days to  
acknowledge receipt. 

Stage three:  The Chair will investigate the matter and present the facts at Full Council for  
adjudication.  

 
There is no appeal process and the decision of the Council will be final. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 
 
MILTON KEYNES CITY COUNCIL (MKCC)  
Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ (T) 01908 690690 
 
WASTE AND RECYCLING CENTRES 
 

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/community-recycling-centres-tips 
 

Allotment waste may be taken to one of MKCCs three Household Waste and Recycling Centres or tips, 
which are situated at: 
• Crawley Road, Newport Pagnell 
• Newport Road, New Bradwell 
• Chesney Wold, Bleak Hall 

 
BONFIRES 
You can contact MKCC about bonfires between 9am – 5.15pm Monday to Friday on 01908 252398 or by 
emailing customerservices@milton-keynes.gov.uk.  
 
PEST CONTROL 
 

Tenants who have individual plot issues, contact: Axatax 01908 618218 for assistance with: mice, rats, 
wasps and beetles. 
 
THAMES VALLEY POLICE 

Call 999 or 18000 if you have a hearing or speech impairment if: 
• a serious offence is in progress or has just been committed 
• someone is in immediate danger or harm 
• property is in danger of being damaged 
• a serious disruption to the public is likely 

Or text on 999 if you’ve pre-registered with the emergency SMS service. 

Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries or 18001 101 if you have a hearing or speech impairment. 
 

THE NATIONAL ALLOTMENT SOCIETY  :    

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/ 

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/community-recycling-centres-tips
http://customerservices@milton-keynes.gov.uk/
tel:999
https://www.relayuk.bt.com/how-to-use-relay-uk/contact-999-using-relay-uk.html
tel:101
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/

