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Minutes of the Parish Annual Assembly Meeting 
Held on  

Monday 2nd April 2007 in Milton Keynes Village Hall at 7.15 pm. 
 

Present:  Mrs J Brighton (Chair);  Mr I Corlett;  Mrs B Hulse;  ;  Mr A Kidd;  Mr R Brown;  Mr R 
Peters;  Mrs M. Watkins;  Councillor Sam Crooks;   Mr D Miller – Clerk; and 8 members of 
the public.   Guest speaker:  David Foster, Chief Executive, MK Parks Trust; also present Rai 
Darke, Operations Manager.  

 
Mrs Brighton welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

 1 Apologies for Absence 

Mr I Mitchell;  Peter Johnson. 

2 Minutes of the Parish Annual Assembly Meeting held on Monday 3rd April 2006 

The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed by Mrs Brighton.   

 3 Chair’s Annual Report of the Parish Council 

Copies of the Chair’s Annual report (Annex 1) had been distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  

Mrs Brighton invited any questions, but there were none. 

4 Financial Report  

Copies of the Financial report (Annex 2) had been distributed at the beginning of the meeting.  The 
clerk reminded everyone that these figures related to the year which ended 12 months ago. 

Mrs Brighton invited any questions, but there were none. 

5 MK Parks Trust 

Mrs Brighton welcomed Mr David Foster, who spoke about the work of the MK Parks Trust.   

David explained that the Parks Trust, an organisation unique to Milton Keynes, was a charity and 
explained how it was structured and funded.  He gave details of the land managed by the Parks 
Trust – some 20% of the total area of the city. 

He went on to describe some of the work the Trust is involved in, including work with local schools 
and the running of events, some of these being run in conjunction with other community groups. 

The vision for the future is to create inspirational spaces, valued by local people.  Current priorities 
include taking on new landscapes, including Broughton Linear Park, Brooklands and Oakgrove, 
enhancing landscapes generally and providing better signage, and other awareness-raising 
measures.  Workforce development is also a priority and a number of young people have recently 
been recruited. 

Challenges and threats include urban intensification, and the effects of climate change.  

Mrs Brighton thanked Mr Foster for an informative presentation and provided an opportunity for 
questions.   

Ward Councillors Sam Crooks and Derek Eastman joined the meeting at this point 
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6 Racial Equality Council 

No representative from the Racial Equality Council had come to the meeting, so this item was 
cancelled.   

7 Report from School Governors   

Alex Kidd reported on developments at Middleton Primary School.  Pupil numbers are currently 
360, rising to 390 in September and 420, the current maximum capacity, in September 2008. Two 
thirds of the pupils come from within the catchment. 

The year had seen a strengthening of links with Oakgrove Secondary School and Broughton Fields 
Primary School.  The Extended Schools agenda was being addressed and this will involve working 
with Monkston Primary School and St Bernadettes. 

The website is now operational. 

Ian Corlett reported on developments at Broughton Fields Primary School.  Pupil numbers are 
currently 280, and this will rise to 360 in September.  

The year had been marked by an Ofsted inspection in October, in which the school had been judged 
as good with some outstanding features.  Playground equipment had been installed, funded partly 
with a grant from the Parish Council, and the need is now to provide some shading.  Pupils had 
been involved in the Canal project. 

 8 Milton Keynes Councillors 

Derek Eastman remarked on the recent growth of the parish and of the growth to come.  He 
reported on recent progress towards getting roads adopted in Broughton Leys; also Woodall Close 
and Welbeck Grove.  The newest schools – Oakgrove Secondary and Broughton Fields Primary had 
been successfully established.  

With regard to current planning issues, he advised that the Oakgrove outline planning application 
was being delayed whilst changes to the Outline Plan are made.   The A5130 is planned to become 
a 4-lane city street with a 30mph restriction.  An earlier proposal to locate a new “V12” route closer 
to the motorway, which he believed this parish council had opposed, is likely to re-surface.    

In conclusion he thanked the Parish Council for the way in which it had conducted its business over 
the past year. 

Sam Crooks thanked the Parish Council and local residents again for their successful campaign to 
have the secondary school location altered, a decision that was now proving to have been wise. 

He reminded everyone that the nature of the parish will change considerably in the near future – 
specifically the Oakgrove development, which includes providing many homes employing the 
Australian commonhold model of ownership which will involve having a Management Committee 
that will undoubtedly need to work closely with the Parish Council. 

He explained that the neighbouring Parish Council, Kents Hill and Monkston, is establishing a 
Neighbourhood Action Group and employing a PCSO – and that they are hoping that this parish 
will work together with them on this as a joint venture. 

9 Reports from Local Organisations 

Thames Valley Police 

Sgt Tim Puleston described the parish as a low crime area, but noted that there had been an increase 
in Broughton, albeit it from a very low base.   The largest crime risk in this area is the theft of 
laptops and satellite navigation systems from cars. 
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He referred to the establishment of a Neighbourhood Action Group in August 2007, and encouraged 
the Parish Council to join in the scheme to employ a PCSO – the costs would be £16k annually with 
a little extra in year 1 to cover training.  Half the costs are funded by TV Police.  

Two Villages Archive Trust 

Joy Dawe talked about recent and future events in connection with the 40th anniversary celebrations 
of the new city.  She also mentioned the TVAT AGM on April 10th. 

Key issues that needed addressing were: 

• Storage requirements – they have one filing cabinet in the village hall, the rest of their materials 
are stored at their home.  Ultimately the Parish Council is responsible for the archive of the Trust, 
if the latter were to cease to exist. 

• The seat by the pond – this is currently maintained by Geoff and Joy and there needs to be an 
alternative arrangement in place for when they are no longer able to continue with this. 

The Pavilion 

Pam Duggan reported that the Pavilion had experienced a challenging year – it had not yet reached 
the point of financial viability.  She thanked the Parish Council for its support. 

There were positive developments to report.  Business usage had increased, the Pavilion website 
had been launched and Sky Sports is now provided on the large TV monitor above the bar.   

Membership fees had been reduced to just £1 in response to previous criticisms, and an increase in 
membership by 50 had resulted.  

She concluded by saying that the Management Committee’s commitment to the success of the 
venture was still very high. 

10 Any other Business 

None. 

11 Date of Next Annual Assembly Meeting 

Monday 7th April 2008 

 

 

 

                Signed……………………….…………….  

 DJM                 
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Annex 1 -  Chair’s Annual Report 
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Annex 2  - Financial Report 
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